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Editors comments: 
 
In this issue of Pardon’s Progeny, we have a new request 

from you. I hope many of our men readers have had your DNA tested 
and are willing to share information with us. We could gain 
interesting insights and perhaps some surprises in accumulated 
findings. See our request on page 2. Stay tuned for follow-up on that.  

 
Kent Watkins has submitted a portion of his book-in-

progress about Mary E. Tillinghast. Besides being an accomplished stained glass artist, she 
was also a woman of free spirit who promoted other women to be successful. I hope you’ll 
enjoy reading about her launching “tea” for two cousins. You’ll find the beginning of this 
article in this issue on page 4 and the second part in the coming winter issue.  

 
Tillinghast Society President Bruce Tillinghast highlights our fund raising efforts to 

keep family assets secure and protected. Earlier generations preserved Pardon’s and others’ 
burial grounds. We may now assure continuation of their remarkable job. Please read Bruce’s 
comments with care and humble attention. 

 
As you consider writing articles, please think first of the interest our readers may 

have in your story. Does it focus on accomplishments of someone in the family who is 
extraordinary or has received recognition? Be as factual as possible, citing dates, sources, and 
proper references that confirm the story. Please be suscint as length is a concern. We like to 
keep the paper under 20 pages just so readers won’t dump something too long to read 
through. Thus single stories should be no longer than 10-12 pages. If you have many 
references that take a lot a room, feel free to offer to share upon request. Word documents 
are the easiest to insert into the paper. Our board have talked about guidelines for this family 
paper and we agree that it must continue to be a forum for us to communicate all sorts of 
information together. Thus, while we have some articles that border on being “scholarly”, we 
are not a scholarly organization and do not offer that exposure to writers.  

 
I invite you to enjoy sharing documented family stories, surprise findings from old 

letters or Bibles, news about a new award for a family member. In all cases, identify the 
person you write about as a Tillinghast and as often as possible, give the lineage. Todd 
Lawrence will help with that. If your article must be lengthy to be complete, please know that 
it can be separated into more than one part as we have done in this issue and have done 
before. Documenting photos, letters, graphs and the like may be added to the length of the 
article and will certainly add interest.  Interesting stories about yourself are welcome.  

 
So, good readers, please send articles. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Greta Tillinghast Tyler 
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(Continued from page 1) 

HAVE YOU DONE A GENEALOGICAL DNA TEST? 
 
 
 If you are a Tillinghast male of a blood-related direct male descendent line back to Pardon1 the im-
migrant (1625-1718) and have completed a genealogical DNA test, we would like to hear from you.  If you 
are willing, we would like to share the “ancestral origins” results of that test with our Tillinghast family in an 
upcoming Pardon’s Progeny II newsletter article.  The person we are looking for must be a Tillinghast male of 
a blood-related male-only direct line back to Pardon1, the first Tillinghast to migrate to America (1644).  We 
are happy to keep any volunteer anonymous, and are only interested in the segment of the test which re-
ports ancestral origins.   
 
 Most all DNA tests provide some information about ancestral origins for any male or female submit-
ting a sample for DNA testing.  However, the most fruitful and far reaching results will come from a blood-
related direct male descendent having taken a DNA test which included examination of their mitochondrial 
DNA.  That test is designated on results as “mtDNA”. 
 
 Currently we have confirmed Tillinghast ancestral origin information for Pardon1 that reaches back 
500 years to about 1500, in Sussex and Essex, England.  Anyone responding to this request would ideally 
have taken a DNA test of the type that provided ancestral country/ies of origin for Tillinghast ancestors 
beyond that time period, say 1,000 to 10,000 years ago or beyond.  
 
 Apart from the specific request above, if you are a male or female blood related Tillinghast and have 
Tillinghast ancestral origin information from any DNA test that provides results beyond 500 years, let us 
hear from you.  Our ultimate goal is to write an article about Tillinghast ancestral origins supported by pri-
mary sources and DNA results. 
 
 Please respond to Editor (see information on front page). 
 
 

 

Donations to Tillinghast Society, Inc. should be sent to: 
Claire Hauenstein, Treasurer 
309 Ferris Hills 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 

 
You my email questions to her at: edith3@aol.com 
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2017 - Fall Edition Pardon’s Progeny – President’s message 
 
TESTING, TESTING…1-2-3 
If you subscribe to the email editions of Pardon’s Progeny you have already 
received a solicitation request for the Tillinghast Society, Inc.(TSI), our official 
Fund Campaign for donations to help pay for much needed repairs to the his-
toric burial ground on Benefit Street in Providence, RI.  
 
In early September, TSI did a test run using the data base for the email sub-
scribers to Pardon’s Progeny. The TSI Board hopes this test run shows us what 
percentage of people respond and an indication of what our success will be on 
step two of this campaign. 
 
Step two will be letters sent - USPS “snail-mail” - to a data base of Tillinghast 
descendants we have compiled for this campaign.   This will be a far larger group than the email group. In getting 
this appeal out to the “family” we hope recipients of this appeal will pass this on to other descendants of Pardon 
Tillinghast – those people whom you may know that would be interested in giving but who, through marriage, 
now have a different last name. 
 
As you have read, the estimated cost for work to repair an abutting wall and repair or replace rusted iron fencing 
will be approximately $40,000.  Improvements may run above that figure. I am encouraged by the success of early 
donations and pledges that total $14,700 as of this writing.    
 
As a point of reference: 
When improvements were made to the original hillside burial ground in 1887, the committee’s goal was $5000.  
That accomplished the work we see today.  Family members generously made contributions to the 1887 campaign 
in donations ranging from $1.00 to $500.   In 2017 dollars, the equivalent of that $1.00 donation today would be 
$25. The $5000 raised in 1887 would be $125,000 in today’s dollars.  If we could be as successful as the 1887 cam-
paign (in 2017 dollars), we would be able to complete the repairs and improvements AND establish a perpetual 
maintenance fund to care for the historic Tillinghast Burial Ground as well as insure stewardship for our genea-
logical archives for future generations.  A wonderful goal!! 

While the $125,000 figure may seem unattainable, I remind you that the 1887 campaign relied on contacting de-
scendants only by post mail and word of mouth.  Today, 125 years later, the number of Pardon’s progeny has 
grown tremendously and we have technology; a website, email, and social media such as Facebook available to 
assist us in getting our message and appeal out to far more people than the 1887 committee could even imagine 
reaching.  

I encourage you to reach out to all your family members in any manner in effort to seek support for this project.  
With broad family support, along with some small grants, we look forward to completing the repairs and provid-
ing a solid base for our rich genealogical history for future generations. 
 
Donations in any amount are welcome.  And I speak for the Board of the Tillinghast Society, Inc. in expressing 
our appreciation for your consideration. 
 

 
W. Bruce Tillinghast, President 
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  MARY TILLINGHAST HAD A TEA IN 1912 FOR TWO YOUNG  

COUSINS; THOSE ‘BUTTERFLY WINGS’ CREATED A TSUNAMI TO 

THIS DAY: THE UNTOLD STORY OF FOUR TILLINGHAST WOMEN 
 

By Kent Watkins (kent.watkins@yahoo.com). A work-in-progress, excerpted from a forthcoming chapter of the biography of Mary 

E. Tillinghast.  Intended only for limited distribution with the Tillinghast Society, as additional permissions may be needed for a 

larger audience.  My ancestral line: Pardon Tillinghast, Sussex, England and Providence, R.I.: Pardon, Pardon, Philip, Benjamin, 

Henry, Thomas, Mary Maria Tillinghast, m. Isaac Wilson Parker, E.W. Parker, Elberta Parker Watkins (my mother). Copyright 

2017 by Kent Watkins. Material may not be published, rewritten or redistributed without link to original content.  N.B. Endnotes 

and full references will appear in the chapter itself. 

 

 Mary Elizabeth Tillinghast, the famous artist, held a tea for two young cousins one Saturday after-

noon in her elegant New York City, Washington Square apartment less than two weeks before suffering a 

fatal and unexpected heart attack nearly 105 years ago.  Recently, I had seen a Broadway play called, The 

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night, and it reminded me of when, nearly a decade ago, I first had come 

across an intriguing description of that tea being reported in the December 8, 1912, Sunday issue of the New 

York Times.   

 

 
 

At the top of the page, beneath the Times masthead, were two large and compelling photogravure il-

lustrations: on the left, a young singer sat in a chair of Jacobean style.  She was dressed in an antebellum 

dress, with flounces, and wearing a huge hat from which flowed blonde ringlets of hair.  To her right, in a 

separate oval box, a hatless black-haired young woman posed in a more kinetic mannerism, arms out-

stretched and left leg cocked.  She wore an outfit that suggested an exotic Egyptian dancer.  Underneath 

those frozen tableaux was…no lead line. Already we have a feeling of a parallel universe. What are they do-

ing in Manhattan, of all places, and why is Mary T. sticking her neck out for these heretofore unknown 
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Tillinghast cousins. 
 

 Although the article itself had many other items about various social activities (“At the Ritz Carl-

ton,” “January Weddings,” “Princeton Triangle Club,” “Plan for Annual Charity Ball” and so on), it was 

this brief description that gave us our beginning of a subsequent quest.  

 

 
Miss Betty Lee and Miss Donna Bain, two young Southerners, made their New York debut 

on Wednesday [December 4] at a musicale and tea given by Miss Mary Tillinghast at her 

home, 3 North Washington Square [Mary T, above, in her apartment in 1893 – it would have 

changed considerably in 19 years, as would she, but it’s the latest one we have found of her 

and her apartment].  Miss Lee sang Southern dialect songs and Miss Bain danced while a 

Southern orchestra played.  Tea was served after the entertainment. 
 

 Later, I found that the New Y ork Sun had picked up on the event item the day after, in its Thursday 

edition, adding even more intriguing clues. First, “the artists appeared in costume, characteristic of the plan-

tation, and were heard in humorous and interesting songs and dialect” and secondly, the dances were 

“shown in shadow of the calcium.”  Calcium?  When I looked that up, I found that it was probably “a pro-

jector transmitting shadows on a screen or wall, either finger figures or other figures that are created from 

the calcium carbonate crystals in the projects.”  So - a regular mini-sound-and-light entertainment in a 

Greenwich Village apartment in 1912! 
 

 What a ‘curious incident’ indeed, I thought. And as with the protagonist in the play, the questions 

leapt from me:  
 

 Why was this little song-and-dance salon at Mary Tillinghast’s apartment getting such promi-

nence? We have seen how adept Mary T. was in using the media to her advantage.  This certain-

ly seemed to be the case here.  (The Times had already previewed it on November 24, titled 

“Debut of Two Southern Girls,” and again the morning of the event.) 

 What did Mary T. have in common with Betty Lee, someone 43 years younger than she was 

and be willing to invest her reputation in such an event with many of her wealthy friends? 

 How did she know these two Southern girls dressed in seemingly outlandish garb?   

 Were these real names or stage names?  

 Curiously, how could a whole orchestra or even a small ensemble fit into Mary’s 3rd floor apart-

ment, sumptuous as it was? [The space is still there, with the fireplace extant, only NYU’s 

(Continued from page 4) 
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School of Social Work uses it for an open office for several professors with their papers piled 

high on the desks, etc.] 

 What were Southern dialect songs and how did one distinguish a Southern orchestra from any 

other one? 
 

This was certainly a case of “unhiding the hidden,” which the lost papers of Mary T’s might have 

revealed, but which over time, may be uncovered in some other way.   
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 While Donna was extolling her cousin’s virtues, she was no slouch herself when it came to creden-

tials, even at her young age of 24.  She had a typical stage mom in Mrs. Donald Bain, who watched over her 

fiercely, as they traveled out of Atlanta.  Her father stayed behind to enhance his prominent insurance prac-

tice, occasionally straying into his own drama in a later year, when he killed his office mate.  
 

She entered the Gilbert School in Winsted, CT., then the Castle School in England.  From there, she 

studied at the Paris Opera Ballet, and crossed over to be trained by Duque (Carlos Gardel), then the so-called 

king of the tango, who may have been in Paris at the same time, with the Diaghilev Ballet. 
 

So, while some of the above questions were answered, there next looms a more important one - Who 

attended and what were their circumstances?  Let us proceed to tackle that one! 

(Continued from page 5) 
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 We scanned the guest list provided by the Times social note (the Sun had the same list, so it was 

probably supplied by Tillinghast herself) and could not immediately identify any celebratory names, at least 

to our present-time eyes and ears.  The articles stated, “Among those invited were Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. 

Alexander, the Misses Harriet and Janetta Alexander, Mrs. Cornelius C. Cuyler, Mrs. Sheldon Fuller, Mrs. 

Francis B. Keech, Mrs. James Speyer, Mrs. Herbert Shipman, Mrs. James E. Haggin, and Mrs. Ernest M. 

Stires.”  Some of them are shown below, along with the Alexander townhouse that is now the Paris theater.  

It sits adjacent to the huge Cornelius Vanderbilt II mansion, at 5th Avenue and 58th St., across from the Plaza 

Hotel.  The Vanderbilt footprint is now Bergdorf’s luxury store.  Mary T. had created several famous 

portieres in that house, while working for John La Farge. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, it may be apt to repeat in chorus at the end of each vignette, the famous phrase,  sic 

transit Gloria mundi 

 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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(Continued from page 7) 

MARY ELIZABETH TILLINGHAST – A BRIEF BACKGROUND PRIOR TO THE TEA 

 

Mary was born on December 31, 1845, in NYC (Washington Square, actually, just around the corner from where she 

eventually lived and died).  Her parents were Philip Tillinghast and Julia Titus. Philip came from the following line #6 

Pardon; #35 Philip; #172 ‘Preacher’ Pardon; and #667 Philip; and Joseph Reynolds.  The first five generations lived in 

and contributed greatly to the Rhode Island towns of Providence, Newport, E. Greenwich, Exeter, and Wickford 

(North Kingston).   Joseph Reynolds (JR) was the first in his line to leave Rhode Island and settled near the Erie Canal 

in NY.  One of his sons, Philip (Mary’s father) migrated to NYC in the 1840s and became a merchant in the rising 

middle class. Mary’s siblings were Crawford Titus, Joseph Reynolds, Julia Anna, Harriet, Frances, William, Caroline, 

Henry Wilbur, Sarah, Walter, Anna, and Mathilda – not all of whom lived even to childhood.  Mary was raised in a 

well-off environment, until her father had to declare bankruptcy during one of the economic ‘panics’.  Then, she came 

home from her artistic pursuits in Paris (1872-1876) to help support the family.  Her embroidery and other artistic 

skills, along with the right timing and connections of her father, got her into leading roles with the boutique design 

firms of Louis Tiffany and John LaFarge, who had commissions to decorate the mansions, clubs, churches, and other 

structures of the new Gilded Age.  Mary’s entrepreneurial talents gave her a wide network of clients and acquaintances 

and she grew her ‘brand’ well.  By the time of the tea party, she was nationally known for her interior designs, archi-

tecture, painting, embroidery, and particularly her stained-glass windows in many churches and residences.  For further 

information on these topics, see the writer’s related articles in previous Pardon’s Progeny issues re Mary Tillinghast 

generally and another of her sojourn in Paris; Pardon and Coopering, the Tillinghast/Slocum chest; Capt. Otis Tilling-

hast and the Civil War; and A.B. Tillinghast and Toledo, OH.   
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(Continued from page 8) 
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(Continued from page 9) 
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C. 

Welch."  Dufault (1eft) was a famous Canadian opera singer, who must have comple-

mented Betty Lee's style and enhanced her reputation by association. 
 

 

(Continued from page 10) 
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(Continued from page 11) 
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(Continued from page 12) 
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(Continued from page 13) 

    Kent Watkins, author. Bio to follow in next issue.  


